them. And then thene & the questien of ourves.
Containers, like much prefab, don't lemd them:-
selves fo curves

Containers are not for every project; no
material is universal. Each program. each site
has its owm partscularities. Shipping containers
do fit @ niche that, given their petential, offers
mach room for exploralion

Cheap, Fast, or Good, Pick Two,"

Casper Mork-Ulnex is @ Jounder @ndd
partncer i tfe prefab budding coan-
pary Modem Cabona and the prin-
cipal of MUYD, a mubltidisciplinary
design firm, both in San Framoico
Hit may be reached af casperdD moderneabana com,

Architects and clients have long considered
this statement an intractable reality. Yed, the
recent democratization of design by publica.
tions like Duwell has called this Turldi:g_m info
qur—.:l:i.nn. This trend has fueled the rESUTRenCe
of prefab, with the promise that good design
can be available to the masses. The public
expects prefab to be “Cheap, Fast, AND Good,”
Meeting these three demands simultanecusly
ks the gredabest LI'I.II]I:'I'IE’I‘ I'uuu“ this EMETRing
imdusiry and ihe key 1o a Ananclally viable pre.
fab business.

Too often, the cost of a prefab strscture
is on par with or exceeds that of site-buaill
construction. Magy conswimers are unaware of
enternal impediments—site work, permit fees,
and delivery—ihat add costs te the adveriized
price per squane fool. These costs compond
the importance of coming out of the gate with

a price point that the market can bear.

Price speaks fo our clients and their wal-
lets, and we consider ourselves fortunate to
hawe installed nearly fifty Cabana units scress
the nation and the Caribbean. 'We attribute
this success largely to striking the right price/
designwell-baillt balance. My partmer, a build-
ing contracisr, has played a key role in the
design process, because he 5 able 1o bridge
design with constructability a1 a reasonable
cost, Onar design/huild model also allows ws
to eliminate ¢osts asscciated with middlemen,
These are savings we pass on to clients

There i3, of course, room for improve-
menl. CNC and other computer sided con-
struction methods show promise of further
reducing cosls and spearheading nore uncen-
ventional forms. Until these tﬁrhnnlngu'i
become more developed and less expensive,
and until more wersatile building materials
CICTRE, We are lef with few loods fo control
costs other than traditional maml'l'.:rhtring
methods. In the end, price is whal will deter-
mine if prefab will survive this tme around
Good design is the cxsy part,

Frefab e Hefah
Mikesch Muecke is an awsociabe pro-
L W Semsor of architecture af v State
- ";‘ Uiniwersity. Oceastomally, he croades
and for radicelly tranifarms archi
fectisral vessels with his pariner
thraugh the design-bulld Srm midsumidws Design
fevammlkeschdedpn.com ). He muy be reached an

mmikerchii graail.com,
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Let's assume for 3 moment that there is
another, historical “pre-" before this latest
appearance ol prefabrication on the architec-
tural soene. Cne example. Fachwerk [half-tim-
bered) constrsction can be traced back 1o the
13th century, when it replaced post-and-beam
construction in the wood-nch nerithern- Euro-
pean countrees, This morise-and-tenon skel-
eton sysiem for walls and reods continues o
be used. in modified. CNC-routed form. in
contemporary construction systems by such
companics a5 Elkbertighaus of Austria, one of
thee largest distribuiors of prefab housing wnits
in Europe. And Amerscans are finally catching
on that prefabrication has benefits. There is
doubt, however

My first memory of prefab architecture
goCs back to the late IG7os, when | wisited
a friend on the northern-German island o
Fihr His mother's howse was o teoestory box
made with prr-l':h walle and foors, bolted
1ngr1l1{'r on-site, | was s1|.r|1-r|x|:-|l how l|1ti1'|:
the hi.g_hl}' insulated infenor was, ;pmp:wd
with conventional houses | had bved in, Yet it
felt strange 1o be comfartable in this house, |
r]'.uughl: then, as I'm sure mamwy |;u;|tr'|1l|_1.| pre:
fab customers think today. that if something
is prefabricated, it could not be of high quality,
The opposite halds true, at least with respect to
guality prefalricathon

Aod yet, I'mstill surprised how pre-fab
propanents talk abaut efficeency of production
without considering the effect of construction
quality on energy efficiency. Again, the Euro-
peans have a leg up on us. At the beginning of
Movember, | went 1o the and Annual Passive
Houze Conference in Urbana, 1lHnois |www,



